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Douglass began receiving steady streams of
threats to his life.

So he decided to embark on a 2-year lecture
tour of the British Isles until things cooled
down. He began by spending 4 months in Ire-
land, far from the threat of slave catchers,
where he quickly found common ground with
a people locked in their own struggle against
oppression.

As Douglass wrote: “I have spent some of
the happiest moments of my life since landing
in this country. I seem to have undergone a
transformation. I live a new life.” It was at a
Dublin rally that Douglass met the Irish na-
tionalist Daniel O’Connell. And soon, the two
struck up an unlikely friendship. O’Connell
was a fierce opponent of slavery, and he began
calling Douglass “the Black O’Connell of the
United States.” [Laughter]

For his part, Douglass drew inspiration from
the Irishman’s courage and intelligence, ulti-
mately modeling his own struggle for justice on
O’Connell’s belief that change could be
achieved peacefully through rule of law. Dan-
iel O’Connell never lived to see another great
emancipator named Abraham Lincoln put pen
to paper and bring slavery to an end. But the

two men shared a universal desire for freedom,
one that cannot be contained by language or
culture or even the span of an ocean.

And stories like this remind us just how
deeply intertwined our two nations are. Nights
like this remind us how much we share. And so
as we celebrate together, let us take a moment
to appreciate all that Ireland has given to
America: the faith we keep, the family we hold
close, the laughter and song and warmth we
feel when surrounded by the ones we love.

On behalf of the American people, I want to
thank the people of Ireland. In the years
ahead, may our sons and daughters only grow
closer. And now I would like to present to you
the Taoiseach of Ireland. Happy St. Patrick’s
Day to all of you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:18 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Gov. Martin J. O’Malley
of Maryland; Gov. Dannel P. Malloy of Con-
necticut; and Gov. Patrick J. Quinn III of Illi-
nois. The transcript released by the Office of
the Press Secretary also included the remarks
of Vice President Joe Biden and Prime Minis-
ter Enda Kenny of Ireland.

Remarks on the Situation in Libya
March 18, 2011

Good afternoon, everybody. I want to take
this opportunity to update the American peo-
ple about the situation in Libya. Over the last
several weeks, the world has watched events
unfold in Libya with hope and alarm. Last
month, protesters took to the streets across the
country to demand their universal rights and a
government that is accountable to them and
responsive to their aspirations. But they were
met with an iron fist.

Within days, whole parts of the country de-
clared their independence from a brutal re-
gime and members of the Government serving
in Libya and abroad chose to align themselves
with the forces of change. Muammar Qadhafi
clearly lost the confidence of his own people
and the legitimacy to lead.

Instead of respecting the rights of his own
people, Qadhafi chose the path of brutal sup-
pression. Innocent civilians were beaten, im-
prisoned, and in some cases killed. Peaceful
protests were forcefully put down. Hospitals
were attacked and patients disappeared. A
campaign of intimidation and repression began.

In the face of this injustice, the United
States and the international community moved
swiftly. Sanctions were put in place by the
United States and our allies and partners. The
U.N. Security Council imposed further sanc-
tions, an arms embargo, and the specter of in-
ternational accountability for Qadhafi and
those around him. Humanitarian assistance
was positioned on Libya’s borders, and those
displaced by the violence received our help.
Ample warning was given that Qadhafi needed
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to stop his campaign of repression or be held
accountable. The Arab League and the Euro-
pean Union joined us in calling for an end to
violence.

Once again, Qadhafi chose to ignore the will
of his people and the international community.
Instead, he launched a military campaign
against his own people. And there should be no
doubt about his intentions because he himself
has made them clear.

For decades, he’s demonstrated a willing-
ness to use brute force through his sponsorship
of terrorism against the American people as
well as others and through the killings that he
has carried out within his own borders. And
just yesterday, speaking of the city of Benghazi,
a city of roughly 700,000 people, he threat-
ened, and I quote, “We will have no mercy and
no pity.” No mercy on his own citizens.

Now, here’s why this matters to us. Left un-
checked, we have every reason to believe that
Qadhafi would commit atrocities against his
people. Many thousands could die. A humani-
tarian crisis would ensue. The entire region
could be destabilized, endangering many of
our allies and partners. The calls of the Libyan
people for help would go unanswered. The
democratic values that we stand for would be
overrun. Moreover, the words of the interna-
tional community would be rendered hollow.

And that’s why the United States has
worked with our allies and partners to shape a
strong international response at the United
Nations. Our focus has been clear: protecting
innocent civilians within Libya and holding the
Qadhafi regime accountable.

Yesterday, in response to a call for action by
the Libyan people and the Arab League, the
U.N. Security Council passed a strong resolu-
tion that demands an end to the violence
against citizens. It authorizes the use of force
with an explicit commitment to pursue all nec-
essary measures to stop the killing, to include
the enforcement of a no-fly zone over Libya. It
also strengthens our sanctions and the enforce-
ment of an arms embargo against the Qadhafi
regime.

Now, once more, Muammar Qadhafi has a
choice. The resolution that passed lays out very

clear conditions that must be met. The United
States, the United Kingdom, France, and Arab
States agree that a cease-fire must be imple-
mented immediately. That means all attacks
against civilians must stop. Qadhafi must stop
his troops from advancing on Benghazi, pull
them back from Ajdabiya, Misurata, and Zawi-
yah, and establish water, electricity, and gas
supplies to all areas. Humanitarian assistance
must be allowed to reach the people of Libya.

Let me be clear: These terms are not nego-
tiable. These terms are not subject to negotia-
tion. If Qadhafi does not comply with the reso-
lution, the international community will im-
pose consequences and the resolution will be
enforced through military action.

In this effort, the United States is prepared
to act as part of an international coalition.
American leadership is essential, but that does
not mean acting alone. It means shaping the
conditions for the international community to
act together.

That’s why I’ve directed Secretary Gates
and our military to coordinate their planning,
and tomorrow Secretary Clinton will travel to
Paris for a meeting with our European allies
and Arab partners about the enforcement of
Resolution 1973. We will provide the unique
capabilities that we can bring to bear to stop
the violence against civilians, including en-
abling our European allies and Arab partners
to effectively enforce a no-fly zone. I have no
doubt that the men and women of our military
are capable of carrying out this mission. Once
more, they have the thanks of a grateful nation
and the admiration of the world.

I also want to be clear about what we will
not be doing. The United States is not going to
deploy ground troops into Libya. And we are
not going to use force to go beyond a well-
defined goal, specifically, the protection of ci-
vilians in Libya. In the coming weeks, we will
continue to help the Libyan people with hu-
manitarian and economic assistance so that
they can fulfill their aspirations peacefully.

Now, the United States did not seek this
outcome. Our decisions have been driven by
Qadhafi’s refusal to respect the rights of his
people and the potential for mass murder of
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innocent civilians. It is not an action that we
will pursue alone. Indeed, our British and
French allies and members of the Arab League
have already committed to take a leadership
role in the enforcement of this resolution, just
as they were instrumental in pursuing it. We
are coordinating closely with them. And this is
precisely how the international community
should work as more nations bear both the re-
sponsibility and the cost of enforcing interna-
tional law.

This is just one more chapter in the change
that is unfolding across the Middle East and
North Africa. From the beginning of these
protests, we’ve made it clear that we are op-
posed to violence. We’ve made clear our sup-
port for a set of universal values and our sup-
port for the political and economic change that
the people of the region deserve. But I want to
be clear: The change in the region will not and
cannot be imposed by the United States or any
foreign power; ultimately, it will be driven by
the people of the Arab world. It is their right

and their responsibility to determine their own
destiny.

Let me close by saying that there is no deci-
sion I face as your Commander in Chief that I
consider as carefully as the decision to ask our
men and women to use military force. Particu-
larly at a time when our military is fighting in
Afghanistan and winding down our activities in
Iraq, that decision is only made more difficult.
But the United States of America will not stand
idly by in the face of actions that undermine
global peace and security. So I’ve taken this
decision with the confidence that action is nec-
essary and that we will not be acting alone. Our
goal is focused, our cause is just, and our coali-
tion is strong.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:22 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Col. Muammar Abu
Minyar al-Qadhafi, leader of Libya.

Statement on the Situation in Yemen
March 18, 2011

I strongly condemn the violence that has
taken place in Yemen today and call on Presi-
dent Salih to adhere to his public pledge to al-
low demonstrations to take place peacefully.
Those responsible for today’s violence must be
held accountable. The United States stands for
a set of universal rights, including the freedom
of expression and assembly, as well as political

change that meets the aspirations of the Yeme-
ni people. It is more important than ever for all
sides to participate in an open and transparent
process that addresses the legitimate concerns
of the Yemeni people and provides a peaceful,
orderly, and democratic path to a stronger and
more prosperous nation.

The President’s Weekly Address
March 19, 2011

In recent days, we’ve seen turmoil and trag-
edy around the world, from change in the Mid-
dle East and North Africa to the earthquake
and tsunami in Japan. As I said on Friday, we
will work with our partners in the region to
protect innocent civilians in Libya and hold the
Qadhafi regime accountable, and we will con-
tinue to stand with the people of Japan in their
greatest hour of need.

As we respond to these immediate crises
abroad, we also will not let up in our effort to
tackle the pressing, ongoing challenges facing
our country, including accelerating economic
growth. That’s why, over the weekend, I’ll be
in Latin America. One of the main reasons for
my trip is to strengthen economic partnerships
abroad so that we create good jobs here at
home.
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